A GROUP OF NOBLE DAMES

and biassed servitor to Falls-Park. The more she
thought it over the more probable did the supposition
appear; and binding her own head-man to secrecy as
to Betty's movements, whether as she conjectured, or
otherwise, Mrs. Dornell herself prepared to set out.

She had no suspicion how grievously her husband's
malady had been aggravated by his ride to Bristol, and
thought more of Betty's affairs than of her own. That
Betty's husband should arrive by some other road to-
night,, and find neither wife nor mother-in-law to
receive him, and no explanation of their absence, was
possible; but never forgetting chances, Mrs. Dornell
as she journeyed kept her eyes fixed upon the highway
on the off-side, where, before she had reached the
town of Ivell, the hired coach containing Stephen
Reynard flashed into the lamplight of her own
carriage.

Mrs. Cornell's coachman pulled up, in obedience to
a direction she had given him at starting; the other
coach was hailed, a few words passed, and Reynard
alighted and came to Mrs. Dornell's carriage-window.

* Come   inside/   says   she.      * I   want   to   speak
privately to you.    Why are you so late ?'

* One hindrance and another/ says he.    c I meant
to be at the Court by eight at latest.    My gratitude for
your letter.    I hope------J

'You must not try to see Betty yet/ said she.
* There be far other and newer reasons against your
seeing her now than there were when I wrote/

The circumstances were such that Mrs. Dornell
could not possibly conceal them entirely; nothing
short of knowing some of the facts would prevent his
blindly acting in a manner which might be fatal to the
future. Moreover, there are times when deeper
intriguers than Mrs. Dornell feel that they must
let out a few truths, if only in self-indulgence. So she
told so much of recent surprises as that Betty's heart
had been attracted by another image than his, and
that his insisting on visiting her now might drive the
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